
Superior 
Institute for
Conservation
and Restoration

CCRRSSII
the work of art.
As well as studying techniques of restoration,
art history and documentation skills (graphic
and photographic), students will be given
lessons in physics, chemistry and biology to
provide a solid groundwork in all the related
disciplines. 

Practical activity , This exceeds 50% of the
total contact time with a student/teacher
ratio of 5:1 and involves practical sessions
both in the laboratories in direct contact
with the works of art and at the worksites
where the student will be able to tackle
large-scale restoration works, often the
subject of complex interactions with the
environment, using an interdisciplinary
approach.
At the end of the course, students will be
required to prepare and present a thesis
for discussion.

Diploma
The “Diploma of Conservator/Restorer of
Cultural Heritage"  issued by the Superior
Institute for Conservation and Restoration
is a qualification with degree status (single
cycle five-year degree) and entitles the
holder to work as a professional restorer of
cultural heritage (Decree Law 42/2004 and
successive modifications 156/2006, art. 29,
par. 9).
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fibres, man-made fibres, leather and skins,
feathers, clothing, woven textiles and
yarns, and furnishings such as carpets, tape-
stries, vestments, altar-cloths and similar
objects.
Area D: ceramic and glass materials and
artefacts, terracotta earthenware, porcelain,
glassware, stained glass, enamels, and terra-
cotta sculpture; materials and artefacts in
metal and metal alloys, sculpture, paintings
on metal supports, engraved plates, arms
and armour, gold work, glyptography. 
Area E: works on parchment, papyrus and
paper; paper materials such as wallpapers,
papier mâché and globes; photographic and
cinematographic material: daguerreotypes,
plates, films and prints.

Lessons are held between November and
June and training worksites are organized
in the summer months.

Entry competition 
In order to enter the school, applicants must
take part in the annual public entry competi-
tion announced by the Ministry of Cultural
Heritage and Activities in the Official
Gazette. The competition consists of two
practical/attitudinal tests and an oral exami-
nation. The first two tests are intended to
check the candidate’s sensitivity to colour,
his/her ability to draw, to understand forms,
and to repair a fabric with a needle, as well
as other selected tasks related to the area of
specialization chosen.
The oral examination is intended to ascer-
tain the candidate’s knowledge in the fol-
lowing fields: art history, execution techni-
ques of works of art, basic scientific princi-
ples, and English language.

Training programme 
The didactic plan focuses on two fundamen-
tal approaches comprising the technical and
scientific training of a theoretical nature and
practical training through direct contact with
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The School of the Superior Institute for
Conservation and Restoration has been in
operation since 1944. In 1998, it became
the ‘School of Advanced Training for
Restoration’ with degree status (Decree
Law 156/2006, art. 29, par. 9)
Courses
The single cycle courses have a four-year
duration, although the addition of a fifth year
has been proposed. A fixed number of partici-
pants attend the courses each year and appli-
cants must pass a public entry competition in
order to be admitted. The minimum necessary
requirement for entering the school is a High
School Diploma. The courses differ in their
fields of specialization, and candidates must
select the course they prefer when they make
their initial application. The areas of speciali-
zation of the training programme organized
each year are indicated on the public notice
announcing the courses. They are selected
from among the following types of cultural
property:

Area A: stone materials and artefacts: mural
paintings, plasterwork, casts, mosaics, inlay
work with semi-precious stones and opus
sectile, statuary, and decorated architectural
surfaces.
Area B: works painted on wood and textile
supports; artefacts sculpted in wood, bone,
ivory, and wax; worked, assembled and/or
painted artefacts in synthetic materials.
Area C: materials and artefacts in natural
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The Superior Institute for Conservation and
Restoration  (the former Central Institute
for Restoration) was established on 26
November 2007 with a Presidential Decree
(n. 233, ch. III, art. 15, par. 3, ltr g) is a
semi-autonomous technical department of
the Ministry for Cultural Heritage and
Activities, specializing in the field of con-
servation and restoration of cultural heri-
tage. The Institute was founded in 1939
through the endeavours of Giulio Carlo
Argan and Cesare Brandi with the aim of
establishing a scientific base for conserva-
tion/restoration and unifying the methodo-
logies used for treating works of art and
archaeological finds. Cesare Brandi beca-
me the first director of the Institute. 
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• Training  restorers through a programme
in which the strict requirements, enabling
them to practise the profession, are set
down

• Research  into the environmental, natural
and accidental factors that lead to the
deterioration of works of art and into the
means available to anticipate and prevent
the effects of this damage

• Developing  conservation and restoration
treatments and activities

• Planning and implementing  particularly
complex restoration works or those carried
out for research and didactic purposes

• Providing regional ministerial bodies and
local authorities with technical and scienti-
fic advice on conservation and restoration

• Updating technical and scientific staff
working in local and national administrative
bodies

In order to fulfil its tasks, the structu-
ral organization of the Institute is divi-
ded into:

• five departments covering
conservation/restoration works for histori-
cal, artistic and archaeological heritage,
works for landscape and architectural heri-
tage, teaching and training activities, data
acquisition, and documentation

• four scientific laboratories: for tests on
materials, chemistry, biology, physics and
environmental monitoring

• twelve conservation and restoration labo-
ratories for the treatment of mural pain-
tings; panel paintings, canvas paintings;
polychrome wood sculpture and wood arte-
facts; stone artefacts, plasterwork, intona-
cos and mosaics; objects in metal and
metal alloys; ceramics and glassware;
leather artefacts; textiles; paintings and
drawings on paper and parchment; and
contemporary art

• and a team  for underwater archaeological
studies and operations

The institute has a  Specialist library and
Photographic archive to store data on
restoration works.

ISCR  Superior Institute for Conservation and
Restoration 
P.za S. Francesco di Paola 9, 00184 Rome

SCHOOL/LIBRARY/RESTORATION LABORATO-
RIES/PHYSICS LABORATORY
Via di San Michele 22, 00153 Rome

tel. .+39 06 48896200           fax +39 06 4815704
www.icr.beniculturali.it  ic-r@beniculturali.it

The principal aim of the work of the
Institute is to integrate scientific research on
the causes of deterioration of cultural heri-
tage with the experimentation of new tech-
nologies for conservation/restoration on the
one hand, and with the training and updating
(through refresher courses) of restorers and
other technical personnel working in the sec-
tor on the other. Among the most recent
activities has been the creation of a databa-
se known as the Risk Map, in which cultural
properties and objects are classified accor-
ding to their ‘deterioration risk’ factor.

The Institute is also or has recently been
engaged in activities of  restoration and con-
sultancy, in the following countries - China,
Egypt, India, Iraq, Israel, Jordan, Kosovo,
Malta, Nepal, Peru, Serbia and Syria - at
their request.

Superior 
Institute for
Conservation
and Restoration

iscr depliant  1-10-2008  15:10  Pagina 2



<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /None
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Error
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4
  /CompressObjects /Tags
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJDFFile false
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /ColorConversionStrategy /LeaveColorUnchanged
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /SyntheticBoldness 1.00
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams false
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize true
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments false
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages true
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages true
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName (http://www.color.org)
  /PDFXTrapped /Unknown

  /Description <<
    /ENU (Use these settings to create PDF documents with higher image resolution for high quality pre-press printing. The PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Reader 5.0 and later. These settings require font embedding.)
    /JPN <FEFF3053306e8a2d5b9a306f30019ad889e350cf5ea6753b50cf3092542b308030d730ea30d730ec30b9537052377528306e00200050004400460020658766f830924f5c62103059308b3068304d306b4f7f75283057307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a30674f5c62103057305f00200050004400460020658766f8306f0020004100630072006f0062006100740020304a30883073002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee5964d30678868793a3067304d307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a306b306f30d530a930f330c8306e57cb30818fbc307f304c5fc59808306730593002>
    /FRA <>
    /DEU <>
    /PTB <>
    /DAN <>
    /NLD <>
    /ESP <>
    /SUO <>
    /ITA <>
    /NOR <>
    /SVE <>
    /KOR <>
    /CHS <FEFF4f7f75288fd94e9b8bbe7f6e521b5efa76840020005000440046002065876863ff0c5c065305542b66f49ad8768456fe50cf52068fa87387ff0c4ee575284e8e9ad88d2891cf76845370524d6253537030028be5002000500044004600206587686353ef4ee54f7f752800200020004100630072006f00620061007400204e0e002000520065006100640065007200200035002e00300020548c66f49ad87248672c62535f0030028fd94e9b8bbe7f6e89816c425d4c51655b574f533002>
    /CHT <FEFF4f7f752890194e9b8a2d5b9a5efa7acb76840020005000440046002065874ef65305542b8f039ad876845f7150cf89e367905ea6ff0c9069752865bc9ad854c18cea76845370524d521753703002005000440046002065874ef653ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000520065006100640065007200200035002e0030002053ca66f465b07248672c4f86958b555f300290194e9b8a2d5b9a89816c425d4c51655b57578b3002>
  >>
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2400 2400]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice


